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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-25 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims I^IS are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. The following claim language is indefinite: 

a. In claims 1, 6, 9, 18, and 21 it is unclear what purpose the "binding expression" 
serves, i.e. is the expression used to bind a request or application to the resource, or is the 
expression itself in need of a resource. The understood purpose of binding expressions, 
e.g. in remote method invocation, is to provide a process or application with a resource. 
As claim 1 is presented, it appears that the expression itself is being bound. However, 
this interpretation conflicts with the accepted methods of binding. The use of "binding 
expression" goes throughout the claims. The claims should be amended to clearly point 
out how a binding expression is itself to be bound, rather than used as an intermediary to 
bind a process, task, or application to a resource. 

b. In claim 2, "previously received data" is indefinite as there is nothing in the claim 
. or its parent claim that clearly indicates what point in time to which "previously" refers. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another tiled 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by Marshall et 
al. (US 2002/0087665) (hereinafter Marshall). 

7. As per claim 1, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
rebinding a binding expression to a new network resource, wherein a data specification describes 
a resource required by the binding expression (paragraphs 0018, 0040), the system comprising: 

a data resolution service configured to discover network resources that satisfy the data 
specification (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057); and 

means for rebinding the binding expression to the new network resource when the data 
specification changes (paragraphs 0022, 0037, 0046). 

8. As per claim 2, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the data specification is computed at least partially from previously received data 
(paragraphs 0038, 0040). 
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9. As per claim 3, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the means for rebinding receives announcements of changes in a currently bound 
network resource (paragraph 0043, 0058). 

10. As per claim 4, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
3, wherein the data resolution service communicates the announcements to the means for 
rebinding (paragraph 0058). 

11. As per claim 5, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the means for rebinding initiates rebinding according to programmer-specified criteria 
in response to the announcements (paragraph 0022). 

12. As per claims 6, 7, and 8, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system 
of claims 1, 3, and 5, wherein a resource descriptor describes a currently bound network resource 
(paragraphs 0038, 0043, 0058). 

13. As per claim 9, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a method for 
rebinding a binding expression to an appropriate network resource in a network, the binding 
expression being associated with a data specification describing the data at the binding 
expression (paragraphs 0018, 0040), the network including a current network resource 
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(paragraph 0031), and the network resources including at least one resource property (paragraph 
0038), the method comprising: 

obtaining a list indicating potential appropriate network resources and selecting an 
appropriate network resource from the list (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057); and 

rebinding the binding expression to the appropriate network resource (paragraphs 0022, 
0037, 0046). 

14. As per claim 10, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising receiving an announcement of a change in the current network 
resource (paragraphs 0043, 0058). 

15. As per claim 11, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 10, fiirther comprising requesting the list upon receipt of the announcement (paragraphs 
0056-58). 

16. As per claim 12, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising determining whether the current network resource is no longer 
appropriate (paragraph 0058). 

17. As per claim 13, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising evaluating the data specification upon a request for a current value of 
the binding expression (paragraphs 0043, 0057). 
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18. As per claim 14, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising requesting the list upon a change in the value of the data 
specification (paragraphs 0022, 0043, 0057). 

19. As per claim 15, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising obtaining an access port for the appropriate network resource 
(paragraph 0057). 

20. As per claim 16, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising if an error occurs, rebinding the binding expression to an error source 
(paragraphs 0022, 0037, 0046, 0058). 

21. As per claim 17, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, wherein selecting the appropriate network resource further comprises determining the 
appropriate network resource according to programmer-specified criteria (paragraph 0057). 

22. As per claim 18, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
rebinding a binding expression to an appropriate network resource in a network, the binding 
expression being associated with a data specification describing the data required at the binding 
expression (paragraphs 0018, 0040), the network including a current network resource 
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(paragraph 0031), and the network resources including at least one resource property (paragraph 
0038), the system comprising: 

a data resolution service configured to provide a list indicating potential appropriate 
network resources (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057); and 

a port manager configured to provide an access port to the appropriate network resource 
such that the binding expression rebinds to the appropriate network resource via the access port 
(paragraphs 0022, 0037, 0046, 0057). 

23. As per claim 19, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 

18, further comprising a binding module configured to select the appropriate network resource 
from the list indicating potential appropriate network resources (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057). 

24. As per claim 20, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 

19, wherein the data resolution service sends an announcement to the binding module when a 
change in the resource property of the current network resource occurs (paragraph 0043, 0058). 

25. As per claims 21-25, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer 
program product embodied in a tangible media comprising computer readable program codes 
coupled to the tangible media for performing the method of claim 9, wherein the tangible media 
comprises one of a magnetic disk, an optical disk, a propagating signal, and a random access 
memory device (Fig. 1, wherein the claimed media are well known to be within the class of 
tangible storage media). 
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Conclusion 



26. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Scheetz et al. (US 2002/0138665) discusses a method of rebinding processes in a 
network when a previously bound process becomes unbounded for any reason. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier comrnunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed J. Ali whose telephone number is (571) 272-3769. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5:30, 2nd Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai T. An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Syed Ali 

October 19, 2005 



